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President Bush Visits Hungary

President Bush visited Budapest
for a bilateral program on June
22, following his participation in
the U.S.-European Union Sum-
mit in Vienna, Austria. In Buda-
pest, the President celebrated
Hungary's historic sacrifices in
the name of freedom by com-
memorating the 50th anniver-
sary of the 1956 Hungarian
Revolution, underscored the suc-
cess of the U.S.-European part-
nership in securing freedom in
the region, and highlighted the
lessons offered from Hungary's
successful transition from tyr-
anny to free-market democracy.

President Bush met President
Laszl6 S6lyom, Prime Minister
Ferenc Gyurcsany, Speaker of
the Parliament Katalin Szili, and
heads of the five parliamentary
parties. In the afternoon, the
President delivered his remarks
on Gellért Hill.

Speaking on a hill from which
Soviet forces fired on Budapest
in 1956 to put down a 12-day-
old revolution, President Bush
extolled Hungary June 22 as a
country that “represents the tri-
umph of liberty over tyranny”
and provides a model for emerg-
ing democracies in the Middle

East, particularly Iraq. Earlier President Bush laid flowers at a memorial to thousands of
victims of the 1956 uprising. “America honors your courage,” he said in his speech. “We've

learned from your example, and we resolve that
when people stand up for their freedom, Amer-
ica will stand with them.” Full text of the remarks»

The Embassy conducted a live webcast of the
President’s remarks. A video file is also available
on our web site. video»

President Bush and First Lady Laura Bush stand in silence after
laying flowers at the eternal flame of the 1956 Memorial
Monument outside the Hungarian Parliament in Budapest. The
monument honors victims of the failed 1956 Hungarian upris-
ing against Soviet rule. White House photos by Paul Morse
(above) and Eric Draper (right)



Highlights of the Visit

Left: President Bush meets with Hungarian
Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany at the Hun-
garian Parliament building in Budapest.
White House photo by Eric Draper

Right: President George W. Bush and Hun-

garian Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany walk
through the Parliament building in Budapest.
White House photo by Paul Morse

Left: President George W. Bush
talks with Speaker of the Parliament
Katalin Szili inside the conference
hall of the Hungarian Parliament
building in Budapest. White House
photo by Eric Draper

Below: President George W. Bush
speaks from Gellért Hill in Budapest.
White House photo by Paul Morse

Right: President Bush meets
with Hungarian President
Laszl6 Sélyom at Sandor Pal-
ace in Budapest. Also pic-
tured, from left: U.S. Ambas-
sador George Walker; Secre-
tary of State Condoleezza
Rice; Hungarian Minister of
Foreign Affairs Kinga Goncz;
and Hungarian Ambassador
Andras Simonyi. White House
photo by Eric Draper

Ambassadors Brief Representatives of Diplomatic Missions

The Embassy hosted a June 23 meeting to de-brief the diplomatic community on the de-
tails of President Bush's June 21-22 visit. Ambassadors Walker and Simonyi briefed am-
bassadors and representatives from 33 diplomatic missions about the topics discussed by
President Bush and various Hungarian leaders, including Iraq, Hungary's plans to send a
Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT) to Afghanistan, and visas.

Looking Ahead

Web Forum with the U.S. Consul General

The Embassy is organizing our first Hungarian language web forum with Consul General,
Philip Skotte on July 5, between 2 and 4 pm. Questions touching upon all aspects of visas
for Hungarian citizens to the U.S. are welcomed. We encourage everyone not to miss this
opportunity to ask general questions about U.S. visa policy or seek for advice from our
expert in case of unique issues or concerns.

Please send your questions beforehand to the http://forum.usembassy.hu address from
June 29 on or follow the link from our web site in order to allow us time and increase your
chances to receive the Consul General’s answer during the web forum, or participate with
your questions on the actual day of the web forum. web forum»
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